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1. I would like to thank the members of  the Working Group for  giving me this 
opportunity to make this presentation. Madam Chair, we submitted written interventions 
to the Working Group. My oral presentation is an additional information  concerning the 
situation which has arisen in the last three months. Today, we are addressing issues 
related to lands and the environment which is part of  the Working Group's yearly review 
of  issues related to the International Decade on the Rights of  Indigenous Peoples. The 
example on land and environment is from  our own territory. 

2. Saddle Lake is part of  the Treaty Six territory in the western part of  present-day 
Canada. Our forefathers  entered into Treaty with the British Crown in 1876 at Fort Pitt. 
The British Crown approached our Peoples to enter into a Peace and Friendship Treaty to 
allow for  the peaceful  settlement in out Territories of  the Queen's subjects. A little 
background is necessary to understand our position on lands and environment. 

3. At the Treaty negotiations, the Queen's Representative requested that soil to the 
depth of  the plough would be used by the settlers for  the growing of  crops to support 
themselves. In addition, the Queen's Representative wanted to use some wood for 
building houses and some water for  the watering of  their animals. At the conclusion of  the 
Treaty, these were the terms in relation to our territories. Since 1876, there has been no 
change in the terms of  the Treaty. However, there has been a change in the political 
circumstances which has affected  our rights to our territory and control of  the 
environment. 



Land and Environment / Page 2 

4. With the creation of  the state of  Canada by the British parliament, the 
administration and implementation of  the Treaty fell  to the newly formed  state. This new 
state has not recognized our territories but rather used our territories as if  these territories 
belonged to them through the doctrine of  discovery without recognizing the Treaty. 

5. The fundamental  difficulty  with the non-recognition of  the terms and conditions of 
the Treaty has been a complete denial of  our position and responsibility for  the care and 
protection of  our mother-the earth. The creation of  reserves within the territory restricts 
our ability to care for  the total territory. At the Treaty making, we were assured that we 
could select lands for  our homelands as large as needed. When the time came for  the 
selections, the state of  Canada sent surveyors which tried to limit the size of  the 
communities. At that time, our Chief  (Pakan) protested the policy. As a result of  his 
direct intervention, our original reserve was surveyed larger than the policy allowed. 

6. However, the originally surveyed lands were taken piece by piece by the state of 
Canada for  various purposes. Our original land base has never been returned to the 
original size. As our population increases, the land of  the community continues to be over 
stressed and overburdened. At the Treaty making, our ancestors were assured that in the 
future  if  the homelands needed to be expanded this would be possible. We have never 
been allowed to expand our home communities. Rather, we have been denied any ability 
to expand our land base. There is no legislation in Canada which allows for  the additions 
to the communities. The legislation is designed to make the communities smaller. 

7. The Creator gave the responsibility to us to care for  the environment and to 
protect the earth for  the future  generations. It is our responsibility to think of  the seventh 
generation in the future  when considering actions taken in relation to the lands. This was 
understood and confirmed  by the Treaty-making. After  repeated requests by our 
ancestors, the Treaty Commissioner assured our Peoples that the Treaty was on top of 
everything that existed at the time. At the time, we were in control of  our total territory. 
Nothing was to change. 

8. With the Treaty signing, we agreed to share our territory. But the primary 
responsibility for  the territories still vested with us. We never relinquished our rights in 
this regard. It is completely contrary to our laws to think of  the present to jeopardize the 
future  generations. With programmes and policies of  the state of  Canada, there is short-
term planning without consideration of  the long term consequences. 

9. Over the years, our territories have been used by the state of  Canada for  all kinds 
of  purposes which were not agricultural in nature. There has been oil and gas 
development, clear cut logging, mining, dam building and other destructive uses which 
earns funds  for  the state and the multi-national corporations with little or no return to our 
communities. 
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10. In 1932, the state of  Canada unilaterally without our consent transferred  the 
natural resources of  our territories to the provinces of  Saskatchewan and Alberta. These 
two provinces did not exist at the time of  the Treaty. We did not consent to their 
establishment nor to their use of  our lands and resources. As a result of  the unilateral act 
by Canada, our resources have been used without our consent. 

11. There is no resource sharing. There is no co-existence management of  the 
territories. There is no cooperation with the state to the care and protection of  the 
environment. As a result, the activities which are not environmentally sensitive are 
interfering  with the water quality, the animals, the fish-in  fact-  the total environmental has 
been affected  by the lack of  protection of  the ecosystem. 

12. The intellectual and cultural property of  Indigenous Peoples are seriously 
undermined. The biodiversity of  the our environment is not accepted and recognized by 
the state and the multi-national corporations who are living like parasites in our territories. 

13. There are a number of  priorities which the Special Rapporteur on Land Rights of 
Indigenous People should take into consideration. We are a strong supporters of  the need 
to review land rights of  Indigenous Peoples. The non-recognition of  our land rights stems 
from  colonization. We continued to be colonized without any avenue to decolonize. In 
this present colonization period, the doctrine of  discovery regulates our affairs.  This 
doctrine has been applied in our territories without our consent. The Treaties entered into 
have been overlooked and misused while the state asserts total control over our lands and 
environment. We have never accepted the doctrine of  discovery which has been 
condemned and negated by the International Court of  Justice applied to us. It is our hope 
that the state governments like Canada would abandon this doctrine and support the 
Treaties entered into by the British Crown to provide for  their safe  and peaceful  settlement 
in our Territories. 

14. Indigenous Peoples must be able to determine their own course of  development, 
control our own affairs  and resources and participate directly and fully  in the decision 
making related to our territories. We need to have our territorial rights respected and 
recognized. Our right of  self-determination  must be accepted and recognized. 

15. Indigenous Peoples must be able to exercise our rights over the resources of  the 
ecosystems of  our traditional territories as given to us by the Creator and recognized and 
accepted by the Treaty Commissioner in 1876. 

16. Indigenous Peoples must be able to control the conservation programmes to 
protect our total environment. 

17. State legislation which has been used to deny our rights should be condemned by 
the United Nations as contrary to the consensus building necessary for  world peace. 
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18. We would like to invite the Special Rapporteur on Land Rights of  Indigenous 
Peoples to visit our territory and see the beauty of  the lands and the destruction of  the 
lands, waters, and air from  unrestricted and unsustainable activities in our territories. 

19. Finally, we would like to see the international community recognize that 
Indigenous Peoples have a territory and not a small land base where our ability to care for 
the complete territory is severely restricted. 


